DEVLIN BORDER TERRIERS ~ BREED HEALTH

Border Terriers, as a breed, are hardy dogs with no common health problems.
Now, having said that, some of the genetic conditions that they “may” be pre-disposed to are listed below. It is always wise, when purchasing a puppy or a dog, to learn about the health of the parents and to get a health guarantee. Below are some of the conditions that a Border Terrier may be subject to.
Border Terrier Club of America
“Genetic problems occasionally found in Borders are hip dysplasia, heart defects, PRA (progressive retinal atrophy) and Juvenile Cataracts (forms of blindness), seizures, allergies, bite malocclusion and undescended testicles. Though these conditions are a concern, the incidence is limited compared to other breeds. These defects have not become widespread in the breed because of careful, selective breeding by BT breeders.”
PRIMARY CONCERN:
Spike's Diseases (Canine Epileptoid Cramping Syndrome or CEDS): 

Canine Epileptoid Cramping Syndrome (CECS or formerly known as "Spike's Disease") is a recently recognized canine health problem and hereditary canine disease in Border Terriers. It may previously have been confused with canine epilepsy. It is also being considered to be a metabolic, neurological or muscle disorder. Another factor which has contributed to the obscurity of this problem is that some of the cases involved only one or a few episodes. Most of the affected dogs become asymptomatic (without symptoms) through dietary changes.
For more complete information including symptoms, history, diagnostics, treatment/control and episode photos visit the following website: http://www.borderterrier-cecs.com/index.htm
SECONDARY CONCERNS:
Luxated Patellar: 
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The patella, or knee cap, is normally located in the center of the knee joint. The term luxating means "out of place" or "dislocated." Therefore, a luxating patella is a knee cap that moves out of its normal location. The muscles of the thigh attach to the top of the knee cap. There is a ligament, the patellar ligament, running from the bottom of the knee cap to a point on the tibia (the bone in the lower leg) just below the knee joint. When the thigh muscles contract, force is transmitted through the patella and patellar ligament to a point on the top of the tibia. This results in extension or straightening of the knee. The patella stays in the center of the leg because the point of attachment of the patellar ligament is on the midline, and because the patella slides in a groove on the lower end of the femur (the bone between the knee and the hip) called the trochlear groove.

The patella usually luxates because the point of attachment of the patellar ligament is not on the midline of the tibia. It is almost always located too far medial (toward the middle of the body). As the thigh muscles contract, the force is pulled medially or to the inside of the knee. After several months or years of this abnormal movement, the inner side of the trochlear groove in the femur wears down. Once the side of the groove wears down, the patella is then free to dislocate. When this occurs, the dog has difficulty bearing weight on the leg. He may learn how to kick the leg and snap the patella back into its normal location. However, because the side of the groove is gone, it dislocates again easily.
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Juvenile Cataracts:
Inside the eye is a lens that focuses light on the back of the eye, or the retina. Vision occurs at the retina. The structure of the eye is similar to a camera, which has a lens to focus light on the film. If the lens becomes opaque this is called a cataract. The term “juvenile” merely refers to the age at which the cataracts develop. 
Retinal Dysplasia

The normal retina lines the back of the eye.  The retinal cells receive light stimuli from the external environment and transmit the information to the brain where it is interpreted to become vision. In retinal dysplasia, there is abnormal development of the retina, present at birth. The disorder can be inherited, or it can be acquired as a result of a viral infection or some other event before the pups were born.

There are 3 forms of retinal dysplasia. The one that can affect the Border Terrier is “folds” or “folding” of 1 or more area(s) of the retina. This is the mildest form, and the significance to the dog's vision is unknown.

Hip Dysplasia:
Hip dysplasia is a disorder that results when there is a loose fit of the ‘ball and socket’ hip joint and the ball may continuously slide part way out of the socket. Over time this will cause osteoarthritis in the joint and the dog will become lame and weak in the hind end. Some relief can be found with the use of nutriceuticals such as glucosamine and chondroitin, and anti-inflammatories. Some cases are so bad that the dog must have surgery or be euthanized. Ensuring that your dog isn’t overfed and overweight can delay the onset of hip dysplasia. Hip dysplasia is the most common inherited orthopedic disease in large and giant breeds and many medium-sized breeds as well.
